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Sutton’s list =~ : :
' He had three different lawyers

in $411,000.
ow about
rneys’ fees,
to three cus-
a children’s
guardian ad
luator, a vo-

-and a real- -

d eight un-
ion sessions.
+ court hear-
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{ in mainte-
~before cul-
en-day trial.

and now represents himself.
The decree gave Lee Sutton
sole custody of the couple’s

- teenage children, and about
$4,500 a month.

‘David Sutton said -one rea-
son that he keeps fighting is to
try to persuade the court that
he can’t afford the payments.
He describes his experience as

- being “accused-of being a

IS

deadbeat dad, and then being

turned into one.”

) The decree’s calculations of
his earnings and assets con-

_clude that he can make those

payments. As for the custody, it
notes that all four experts con-
sulted, including one hired by

David Sutton, recommended
‘custody go to the mother.

The process, the cost
Minneapolis family law at-
torney Steven Schmidt said
there is a lot of money to be
saved for couples who keep

personal acrimony out of their

divorce.
Schmidt said a couple in
one of his current cases, in-
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volving children and earnings-

in the millions of dollars, will
probably spend only about
$10,000 each on their divorce
because their relations are am-
icable. If accusations start, that

figure would quickly jump to

$50,000, he said. '

One growing cost is custody

evaluations. Most start at
$2,000 to $5,000, but some

have run as high as $30,000, at-

‘torneys said. :
Several Minnesota judges
and lawyers also said there are
some lawyers and litigants who

‘'stoke conflict in cases. All the
due-process protections in the

“|law— the right to develop evi-

- dence, to employ experts and
to -argue their perspectives —
make it hard to enforce re-
straint, these experts said.

The new programs in Hen-

, nepin County are an attempt to
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