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BONNIE POLLACK T/ze cla,ss
of 82 valedictorian; the v
organizational psycizolongt
s now dzvorced

JOSH GRUENBERG Son ofa
Grant teacher: the lawyeris
mczmed and hasthree hildren

-ELYSE OLIVER Divorced .
‘andremarried; she has two

- daughtersof her.own and .
twostepkids: ..

LAURIE GELARDIA neonaml

- partner for. 15 yecm mzd hzzs
wo kzdk »

with his parmw fo}‘ seven years,
and bis parents hcwe been
married4y

DEBOBAH CRON!H Never

GHR!S KOHNHORSTMdmed
Joris years; he has two.

;RGBB]E HYATTA lczwyer and
‘martial-arts-studio owner;
hewaited until 37 o marry,.
after his son was born

LISA COHEN Worked is 4
“medical psychologist and
“didn Lmarry until 357 she-

has two children Fedn

MIC ROTHMAN Recently
divorced; the entre;

 shares custody of, kzs
6-year-old daughter

: HUTH KREUSG' Ma d for
17years; she has three hids ‘

‘ dnd works as a pczmlegal
TDNJU FRANGO!S Miss, Conge-
niality of '82;shedsnow a TV
Journalist and a divorcée
"DAVID SELIG 7%¢ cluuss
president;now a wealdh-. -
management adviser, he
decided not o have kids -
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By DAVID J. JEFFERSON

GREW UP IN LOS ANGELES’S SAN FERNANDO
Valley—the quintessential American suburb,
built on the postwar fantasies of men like my f;

ther, a GI who'd trained in the Cahforma desert

to fight Rommel and never forgot the first time
he saw orange trees and swimming pools. For

$500 dovvn, you could buy a ranch house in one of the

Valley’s new tract developments and start a fam‘ly—
maybe even live out your dreams of Hollywood stardom.
Such was the hfe that Joseph Jefferson hop d to

m:l

rled a

mistress: he wou
ﬁ‘o'nt Of the carn
kids, and hism
tress mymorr .

20U, 81
gwe him one, and even 1f she had st

prove “fault”— adultery, abandonment, neglect

felony. So my dad and mom moved to Las Vega: for a few
months, where they lived in an apartm' ho 1 ed by
card sharks and showgirls while awaiti
riage under Nevada’s lax dlvorce law

“their new life together as if nothin:
course, it had. Atage4 1 d_lscovered

for ayear My m
remernber sob

Igno of the p1cket fences ar » 5, divorc
was a constant intruder in the San ef and Valley of my you

meﬂlefs~more than half of all Amencan women were employed
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My 44»year-
T h from someﬂn

old
ng

: dlvorce remams a
profound expe ence . for those Whove hved through it. Re-

searchers have churned out all sorts of depressing statistics

about the nnpact of divorce. Each year; about 1 million children

COURTESY OF DAVID SELIG




in the ’50s: These
 their peers to get leOI‘CCd them-

ha mental health problems studies

1ave been droppmg—oﬂ from their

: per 1,000 people in 2006—marriage ‘has

so declined st alling to 7.3 per 1, 000 people in2006 frorn
0.6 in 1970 Sociologists decry a growing “marriage gap” in
‘ «d and better paid are staying married,

‘ dworced (people Wrth college de-

to show the very personal unpact of
how those effects can change over a

 lead “normal” hves?> Did
ce court, or'did they
omestic bliss their parents
; suburbla? I dec1ded to.

8 the school had more than 3,000
dents. With its low-slung buildings

es at Ridgemont 'High;” My best
nd at Grant was Chris:Kohnhorst,
0, like me, was editor of the “student

FUTURE VALEDICTORIAN: Bon ;

new husband? Would itbé an insultto my dadifIwrote down my
stepfather 'sname?r”

HAME  AND ISOLATION:  THOSE WERE FAMILIAR
feelmgs to many of our friends. When Josh Graenberg’s
. parents separated for a time in 1977 and his mother left
the ‘house, he didn’t tell anyone—not even ‘his-best
‘friend, whose parents were divorced themselves. ‘T'tried
to keep it a secret from him because T was so embarrassed says
Josh, whose father was an English teacher at Grant and divorced
Josh’s mother several: years later. “It' had to do with this
idea that we were the perfect famﬂy, and O den’t want: ’rhat to
fall apart.”: ~
“David Sellg was’ also Watchmg his parénts’ marriage blow up
thatyear, but he didn’t talk about it with his friends; either. On
the surface, the Seligs seemed like a typical middle-class family.
His dad worked in the sandblasting business, coached the T-ball
team and took David to Indian Guides, a father-and-son group
where members were called “chiefs” and “braves” But under the
surface; there was’ friction at home.*1
don’t think I ever recall it being a har-
monious family unit,” says David, who
has two sisters and became our senior
class president. My fatheriwas very
strict, very stubborn and extremely set
in his ways. He lost his patience quickly.
My mother was just the opposite;’ very
lenient, easygoing and always support—
ive” The couple separated in 'the
months ‘before’ David’s 13th birthday,
‘but managed to stand together on'the
temple altar at his bar mitzvah. In that
senise, David was betteroff than-Robbie
Hyatt; ' who wound up having not one,
but ‘two" bar mitzvah: parties; one for
each camp of the family. I wasvery
close with :my mom’s dad, because we
lived with him: after my mom got di-
vorced. He had never been bar mitzva-
hed, so 1 had-him get bar mitzvahed
with me. ‘And ‘my ‘dad went ballistic,”
Robbie tells me. “It was a huge deal.
This family-balance thing is nasty.”
As their parents remarried, myclass-
“'mates were left to negotiate the thicket
of resentments that crop up between

“The Bionic Woman”). They’d separated in 1970, when Chris
s in first grade. “The rift that split them eventually. split up
children as well, as my.older brother went to live with my fa-
“aring high school and my: younger sister and {stayed with
says. (Along with new divorce laws, custody rul-

?70s and ’80s—no longer was it de facto that
with their mothers—and thatled to a Whole new

broken families,): 7

3 Chris and I entered junior hlgh and took-an

“sght by his mother. We called her Mrs.

“ldn’ticall her that for long: during the

“divorced teacher and became Mrs.

st name and tried to'avoid dis-

* Srmple things, like filling

ities to feel stigmatized,”

sather—my dad or my mother’s

Once consldered shockmg
and shameful, divorce has
become a routine factof
A:merlcan hfe in recent decades

spouses and theu' exes, Chrldren and therr stepparents Laurie
Gelardi’s folks split when she was 3; and within a few years they'd
married other people. From the outset; her relationship with her
father’s new wife was fraught.'The way she saw it;her stepmothe’r
“didn’t really care for him having a child froma prewous marriage,”
says ‘Laurie, who spent summers with them -in San Francisco,
where her dad was a Teamster. The rift worsened after her father
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could krnd of escape Wrth and just not be surrounded by What was

going on at home,” Ruthsays.
“Most of miy friends had divorced parents, and the ones that
weren’t should have been divorced,” says Lisa, whose father’s new

apartment became a refuge for the girls. An. engmeer, ‘he worked .
long hours, and that gave Lisa a lot of treedom. “Probably too "

much freedom? she says now. “I was dealing with some emotion-
al fallout from the divorce without really realizing it, and T acted
out in some ways. My grades took a big dive. Fortunately, I was

able to ride on'tést scores and things like that to get myself into-

college, so I-didn’t completely sabotage my futare”

The future. How full of promise it seemed to us that senior-
year in 1982. Stepping to the podium at graduatron togiveavale- .
dictory address, I plaglarized FDR and delivered a treacly speech .
about our “rendezvous with destiny.” It was time to forge ourown .

path, to b

failed attempts at 1dylhc domestrcrty and
set things right. Some of us would suc-
ceed. Some would not. But none would
achieve the i 1rnpo ”1ble we couldn’t es
capeourpasts. s

That was apparent as'we gathered at,
Grant lastmonth'to pose for photographs r
for this story. Most ofushadn’tsetfooton
campus ‘since graduation; and we mar-
veled at how much the place looked like
we remembered it: We said the same
about one anorher—, ough inside, I'm
sure everyone was thin :
“Do I'look as mrddle—ag as they do?”

“This is our ‘Big Chill moment my
friend Michael Rothman joked. '

* ‘Some people thought if they made it
through high school without their par-
ents’ divorcin they mig - somehow be
immune to it once they went out into
i as Mlchael——who now
goes by “M iscovered, that was not
true. “It _]U.St didn’t seem like it would

trade the six-pack abs and single life to have a good relationship.

. ECOMING SUDDENLY SINGLE IN MIDDLE AGE WASN'T

} part of the plan for my fellow valedictorian Bonnie Pol-

 lack. Her childhood was unscarred by divorce—her par-

b ents just celebrated their 50th anniversary—and she ap-
proached marriage with the same levelheadedness that

had made her a star puprl She met her husband when they were
both doctoral ‘students in psychology, but waited to get married

until she was 33. “We knew we were very compatible. We shared
the same values, we knew each other well, and we communicated

very well compared to many couples I have known,”she says. .
7 are as fragile as the

It turns out that students of psycholog5

. rest of us. For more than two years the couple had been trying

ta chrld from Kazakhstan, and finally the moment was
' about to arrive. That’s when Bonnie says her
husband told her he couldn’t go through with
it, and wasn’t sure he was in love with her
anymore.

The legal part of the breakup was civil:
the couple opted for what's called 2 “collabo-
rative divorce” (a method in which lawyers

 for each party, oftenin conjunction with oth-
er consultants such as financial advisers and
psychologists, work as a.team with-the cou-
ple to craft a settlement). The psychological
fallout. for. Bonnie wasn't so manageable
“My best friend, my lover, my. companion
was gone. The baby was gone. My career was
gone, because I had '

n
40and1 had norole, 1 had no place 1 had no
identity. - And it rlpped me to ‘the core” Her
mother helped pick up the pieces, moving to
Oakland, Calif;; for 4 short:timé to live with

- Bonnie, while her dad held down the fort in |

" Reno. :She nagged Bonnie to take hip-hop

. dance classes to restore her social life,. and

happen in my family,” ‘Mic says. But it

did. One day whenhewas vrsrtmg home from college i

er confided in him that her marriage was faﬂmg' “Thy mar-
riage was what people call ‘good enough’—but in- fac

good enough,” he says. Mic found himself i in o
good-enough marriages himself, when his wife of s

announced a year.and a half ago that she wanted a divorce. The

revelation was as shocking to. Mic as his mothers had been.
“They say marrrages break up over money and sex, Mic says.

“The ironic part is that we made a lot of money and- hadalotof

broke up.” Mic signed the divorce papers sever-

al months ago, and his 6-year-old daughter splits her time-

between her parents. “Obviously when we told her that Mom

was moving out, she was not happy with that: But young chil-
dren adapt more easily,” he says. “One day I was taking her and
her little fiiend to school and they were having a discussion in
thé back seat about divorce and what it meant. It was unbeliev-
able in my mind.” Mit
daughter seems to have. Over mojitos one night, he tellsme how
he’s been talking a lot with our friend David Selig’s mom;-divor-
cé to divorcée. He says it’s tough bemg back-on the market at
44. Mic took up long-distance running to clear his head during

the darkest days of the divorce, dropped 20 pounds, and is.

now more fit than when he and David won citywide honors.
for doubles tennis at Grant. But it’s not hard to see hed
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didn’t bounce back as ‘quickly as his
-voice can be passed from generation to generation, like some kind

. ,Whlle some children felt
isolated by their parents’ drvorce

others forged bonds based on

their shared struggles

‘her frrend Barbara, who had been her mald of honor, nudged her
‘to date again and re-establish her career. It’s taken three and a
~halfyears, but Bonnie has; managed to start.ov

. “T’m a stronger
personand I'm certainly a wiser person because of this,” she says.
“But T’'m also a more jaded person; and that’s the really ugly
side effect.”

Another ugly side effect; accordmg to the research i$ that di-

of genetic defect, with children of divorce becoming divorcés
themselves. Some of my classmates fell into this category. Tonju
Francois, our Miss Congeniality, married when she was 28 and
gotdivorced six years later, in part; she says, because her husband
didn’t want to have kids (he already had children from a previous
marriage). “I loved being married, and it devastated me when it

‘COURTESY OF LAURIE GELARDI




54 Sa whose parents wed in their
fact that 1 dldn t Just want to marry 5

‘ mtenswe carc,nur i
_theyhave two chilc hen Laurie told her mother
her mom blamed herself, saying it was because Lau

. amg (
adult at all costs,” says Chris,
whose parents both died of can-
cer within months of one anoth-
erin 2001,

In many ways, theurge to stay - ; ,
married is stronger in my class- Divorce Generat
mates’ generation than-the urge =~ | ; ~Mayb ‘ '
to: get divorced was in my. par-
ents’ Perhaps this was a backlash
to divorce; maybe it was the re-
sult “of reaching marrying. age / ,
just as President Reagan’s New ' ‘ et g to drop
Conservatism was shaping. the ng or two about
social order. Whatever the cause, ‘ g, being a chil
my. married classmates seem
more clear-eyed than their '50s
forebears. “Every honest couple - ; - . ; .
will tell you that it’s hard some- APPIERT : Mic Rothman (right), » s father an: . nds from Grant ng S class
times,” says Josh Gruenberg, who  brother. His parents divorced, an: ‘ rriage. d. - of'82 seem 10 3 gree that the d1-
had been embarrassed as a child — : o he
when his parents separated. He
became a lawyer and now lives in San Dlego with |
three kids (his parents dx'vorced in 1992) Nou ~
mise, and it takes work? s ( part of the  stances, ¢ of e leOI‘CC says De Ig
water-girls trio. Now an int S coasta : a ult 1 learn
been married for nearly 17 years : and has three kids (her w wh ot
nally separated five years ago, “but theyre fnen

good people get divore

walk down memory Iane 1ts that the DIVO

\ave chxldren, but. he says th ¢ ; ; grown up ~
havmg grown upina ‘ i ‘ ;
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